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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TIPTON, 

SEPTEMBER,  1940. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Tipton. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  thankful  that  the  Minister  of  Health  has  asked  that  only 
interim  reports  for  the  year  1939  he  made. 

STAFF. 

Dr.  W.  K.  Dunscombe  left  Tipton  to  take  up  duty  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  another  district  on  November  30th,  1939. 

Mr.  j.  S.  M.  Connell,  F.R.C.S.Ed.,  was  called  up  for  service 
in  His  Majesty’s  Forces.  We  were  fortunate  in  having  Dr. 
Marjorie  M.  Willett  as  his  Deputy. 

Dr.  F.  N.  N.  Roberts  is  also  serving  in  the  Army,  and  again 
we  were  fortunate  in  getting  such  an  efficient  Deputy  in  Dr.  I. 
L.  Johnstone,  M.C. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Hemmings,  Clerk  to  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  joined  the  Army  at  the  beginning  of  the  War.  His  place 
was  not  filled.  IT  try  and  cope  with  the  work,  a  clerk  was  trans¬ 
ferred  temporarily  from  the  Clinic  to  help  with  the  work  in  the 
Public  Health  Department  at  the  Municipal  Buildings.  The  work 
at  the  Clinic  has  therefore  inevitably  got  into  arrears.  This  is  a 
serious  position. 

THE  EFFECT  OF  WAR  QM  PUBLIC  HEALTH  WORK. 

Certain  duties  in  Public  Health  administration  cannot  wait, 
and,  indeed,  if  that  were  possible,  might  require  increasing- 
vigilance  in  war-time.  These  Public  Health  measures  must  go  on 
and  if  neglected  can  never  be  made  up. 

The  work  of  organising  the  Casualty  Services  of  the  town 
was  imposed  on  the  Public  Health  Department.  That  being 
dependent  on  the  enemy  cannot  be  put  off  for  a  better  day,  but 
must  take  first  place.  The  duties  involved  were  strange,  e.g., 
the  buying  of  candles,  and  the  seeing  to  repairs  on  obsolete 
vehicles,  but  one  was  glad  to  turn  one’s  hand  to  anything  that 
helped  the  war  effort  along.  Before  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  Civil  Defence  seemed  to  take  up  about  80%  of  the  Medical 
Officer’s  time. 

To  put  it  briefly,  the  war  has  had  the  effect  of  putting  a  great 
deal  of  extra  work  on  a  staff  that  was  never  over-staffed  but  was 
rather  under-staffed. 


The  Clinics,  both  Child-Welfare  and  Ante-Natal,  were  closed 
down  at  the  beginning-  of  the  war  and  were  unfortunately  not 
re-opened  until  the  2nd  November  because  of  the  lack  of  air  raid 
shelter  provision.  I  say  unfortunately,  but  there  was  one  good 
side  to  it.  The  Clinics  were  so  missed  that  the  closing  did  not 
have  the  effect  of  altering  our  numbers  much  when  they  re-opened. 
This  was  very  heartening  to  the  staff.  Your  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  tried  to  divide  her  time  as  equitably  as  possible 
so  that  the  M.  &  C.W.  Department  had  as  much  attention 
as  the  School  Medical  Service. 

VITAL  STATISTICS,  ETC. 

The  data  required  for  the  statistics  normally  published  are 
being  compiled  for  future  use  and  are  being  filed  with  the  usual 
optimistic  belief  that  they  will  be  in  the  same  place  when  this  war 
is  over  to  use  for  a  fuller  report. 

a,  b,  c,  and  d  are  the  Registrar-General's  Estimates:  — 

a.  Population  for  calculating  the  birth  rate  .  37,390 

b.  Population  for  calculating  the  death  rate  or  incid¬ 
ence  of  notifiable  disease . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1939, 

according  to  Rate  Books . 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1939) . 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  . 

c.  Live  Births:  for  calculating  Birth  R.ate . 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

389 

343 

732 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Live  Births:  for  calculating  Infant  and 

Maternal  Mortality : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  . . . 

389 

344 

733 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

resident  popi 

illation 

19.93 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Still  Births  . 

18 

12 

30 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still)  births 

38.70 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Deaths  . 

237 

206 

443 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

average  population 

12.01 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

... 

44 

36,880 

9,150 

^136,929 

£530 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


During-  1939  there  was  a  small  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever. 
There  were  five  cases  which  were  luckily  confined  to  one  family. 
The  origin,  though  suspected,  was  not  proved.  Dr.  Dunscombe 
made  a  special  report  on  the  occurrence.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
one  of  the  two  recommendations  he  made  in  this  report  was  that 
a  Steam  Disinfector  should  be  provided  in  the  district  as  soon  as 
possible. 

There  were  48  cases  of  Diphtheria  with  one  death.  I  greatly 
deplore  the  small  response  to  the  offer  of  immunisation  for 
children.  Crowding  together  in  badly  ventilated  premises  is  going 
to  make  an  ideal  condition  for  the  spread  of  Diphtheria. 

There  were  121  cases  of  pneumonia  notified.  No  doubt  the 
sulphanilamide  group  of  drugs  has  given  us  less  dread  of 
pneumonia  as  a  killing  disease,  but  our  case  incidence  is  still  high. 

The  death  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  Q.7;  and 
from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  0.16.  The  Tuberculosis 
Service  should  not  be  affected  by  war  but  should,  if  possible,  be 
extended.  If  supervision  is  not  increased  we  may  be  faced  with 
a  very  bad  state  of  affairs  because  of  the  crowding  together  of 
the  people  for  reasons  of  safety  in  air  raids,  the  extended  periods 
of  work  which  might  lower  resistance  in  susceptible  persons,  and 
the  more  or  less  communal  life  that  is  forced  upon  us  by  war 
conditions.  The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority  for 
dealing  with  Tuberculosis  in  this  area,  but  it  is  our  responsibility 
to  bring  to  their  notice  that  we  are  by  no  means  happy  about  the 
state  of  affairs  in  this  town. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths,  equal  to  a  rate  per  1,000 
total  births  of  2.58.  Both  deaths  were  due  to  sepsis. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  attendance  at  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  demanded  another  session,  but  this  could  not  be  got,  and 
so  the  cases  submitted  to  Mr.  Connell  had  to  be  selected.  It  was 
unfortunate  that  we  could  not  increase  the  facilities  at  the  rate 
that  the  women  were  showing  their  desire  to  take  advantage  of 
the  service  we  offer  in  our  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Tipton,  by  reason  of  its  wholly  industrial  nature,  requires  the 
services  offered  by  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authorities  in 
their  Clinics  for  practically  the  whole  of  its  population. 

Some  cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum  occurred.  The  fact 
that  the  number  of  midwives  in  the  town  is  rather  small  for  the 
number  of  births  does  not  make  it  easy  to  deal  with  such  incidents. 
It  was,  however,  managed  to  limited  the  cases  to  one  midwife’s 
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practice  and  by  putting-  the  midwife  off  work  for  a  period  the 
spread  of  infection  was  stopped.  The  cases  were  with  one  excep¬ 
tion  mild  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

In  April,  1989,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Tipton 
Nursing  Association  for  them  to  supply  four  midwives  to  under¬ 
take  the  midwifery  of  the  town  for  a  probationary  period.  Settled 
arrangements  have  not  yet  been  made. 

I  must  again  refer  to  the  inadequate  supply  of  midwives, 
because,  unfortunately,  this  means  that  those  who  are  in  practice 
have  to  undertake  more  cases  than  they  should. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  76.4.  On  scrutinising  the 
causes  I  find  the  principal  ones  to  be  as  follows:  — 


Pneumonia,  including  Broncho-Pneumonia  ...  15 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Debility  from  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  2 

Difficult  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  two  years  was 
four.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  was  seven, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  was 
three. 

Dental  treatment  for  mothers  and  children  under  5  was  pro¬ 
vided  as  follows:  — 

Adults: 

37  new  cases  treated. 

4  old  cases  treated. 

Total  attendances,  162. 

Children  under  Five: 

29  new  cases  were  treated. 

Total  attendances,  37. 

CIVIL  DEFENCE. 

Civil  Defence  Organisation  that  concerns  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  constituted  as  follows:  — 

There  is  one  First  Aid  Post  situated  at  the  Central 
Clinic  and  a  Mobile  Unit.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  having 
Mr.  j.  Palethorpe  interested  in  the  town,  and  he  very  kindly 
offered  a  large  vehicle  which  was  ordinarily  a  horse  box,  for  our 
use.  This  enables  us  to  carry  out  not  only  our  equipment  but  to 
carry  our  operating  space  too  with  us  and  have  a  really  Mobile 
Unit. 
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We  have  four  First  Aid  Depots,  in  which  are  housed  First 
Aid  Parties  and  Ambulance  drivers.  The  vehicles  too  are  situated 
near  to  the  depots  which  are  located  in  Ocker  Hill,  Princes  End, 
and  Tipton  Green  schools,  and  the  Central  Library. 

There  is  also  a  station  for  the  decontamination  of  clothing. 

The  Public  Health  staff  has  undertaken  its  share  of  A.R.P. 
work  cheerfully  and  in  the  true  spirit  of  service.  They  have  not 
been  sought.  It  was  they  who  sought. 

The  Public  Health  staff  are  to  be  very  highly  commended  for 
their  work  during  the  year.  The  team  work  was  particularly  good, 
Home  Visitors,  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Clerks  all  carried  out  their 
particular  duties  well,  and  one  clerk  in  the  team  who  had  to  take 
over  new  work  adapted  herself  rapidly  to  the  new  conditions.  I 
must  thank  all  of  them  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you,  Mr.  Mayor, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  for  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  the 
Public  Health  work  of  the  town.  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  Councillor  Bourne;  the  Chairman  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  Councillor  Mrs.  Bagnall; 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Midwives’  Acts  Committee,  Councillor 
the  Rev.  H.  J.  Pethybridge,  a  special  word  of  thanks  must  be 
said  for  their  willing  help  and  co-operation. 

I  am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


E.  PATRICIA  McWHIRTER. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE. 


JOINT  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
AND  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


This  subject  received  considerable  attention  during  the  year 
under  review,  but  the  advent  of  the  war  was  undoubtedly  a  set¬ 
back  to  progress  in  this  direction,  especially  when  one  considers 
that  17  clearance  orders  comprising  268  houses  with  a  total  of 
1,109  occupants  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
confirmation  but  were  suspended  by  them  on  the  out-break  of 
hostilities. 


Individual  representations  submitted  and  confirmed  show  a 
very  marked  decline  owing  to  these  unfortunate  circumstances, 
and  although  a  large  amount  of  work  was  carried  out  the  progress 
was  negligible. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  rate  of  progress  during  each 
vear,  1981  to  1939: — - 


Year. 

Slum  C 
Ai 

'learance 

*eas. 

Individ 

Ho 

ual  Unfit 

uses. 

Total  No. 
of 

Houses 

Total  No. 
of 

Occupants 
at  time  of 
Represen¬ 
tation 

No.  of 
Houses. 

No.  of  Oc¬ 
cupants  in 
such  houses 

No.  of 
Houses. 

No.  of  Oc¬ 
cupants  in 
such  houses 

1931 

. _ 

— 

55 

291 

55 

291 

1932 

30 

199 

52 

240 

82 

439 

1933 

257 

1218 

59 

235 

316 

1453 

1934 

266 

1215 

22 

114 

288 

1329 

1935 

262 

1215 

44 

201 

306 

1416 

1936 

252 

1199 

55 

250 

307 

1449 

1937 

134 

565 

116 

589 

250 

1154 

1938 

112 

518 

91 

410 

203 

928 

1939 

(Areas  s 

uspended) 

5 

22 

5 

22 

Total 

i 

1931/9 

1313 

6129 

499 

2352 

1812 

8481 

DEMOLITION  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  demolition  of  houses  had 
been  greatly  accelerated  and  the  number  demolished  was  271, 
making-  a  total  of  1,692  houses  demolished  since  the  commence- 

o  7 

ment  of  the  programme. 
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ERECTION  OF  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  and  by 
private  enterprise  during-  the  year  was  808  as  against  589  during 
1938. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  demolished 
by  slum  clearance  action  and  the  number  erected  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  private  enterprise  during  each  year  from  1931  to 
1939:—’ 


No.  of  houses  demolished 

No.  of  houses  erected 

Year. 

In  Slum 
Clearance 
Areas. 

Individual 

houses 

Total 

By  Local 
Authority 

By 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total. 

1931 

■ 

12 

12 

270 

24 

294 

1932 

— 

36 

36 

242 

18 

260 

1933 

14 

46 

60 

121 

27 

148 

1934 

177 

34 

211 

282 

51 

333 

1935 

114 

34 

148 

122 

95 

217 

1936 

186 

51 

237 

450 

110 

560 

1937 

404 

78 

482 

467 

140 

607 

1938 

177 

58 

235 

386 

203 

589 

1939 

184 

87 

271 

194 

114 

308 

Total 

1931/9 

1256 

436 

1692 

2534 

782 

3316 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  sixth  report  on  the  sanitary  administration 
for  the  year  1939.  The  report  has  been  curtailed  to  a  considerable 
degree  in  accordance  with  instruction  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  amount  of  work  called  for  by  slum  clearance  was  again 
very  heavy  and,  unfortunately,  of  little  avail,  owing  to  the  suspen¬ 
sions  of  the  Housing  Act  on  the  out-break  of  hostilities.  The 
problem  of  these  old,  worn-out  houses  is  at  present  an  extremely 
difficult  one,  and  one  can  only  endeavour  to  maintain  these  houses 
in  such  a  state  of  fitness  as  is  reasonably  possible. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  69  overcrowded  families  were 
re-housed  into  Council  Houses  during  the  year,  making  a  total 
of  323  dealt  with  since  the  overcrowding  survey  in  1936.  The 
advent  of  the  war  necessitating  the  suspension  of  the  building  of 
approximately  400  houses  for  overcrowding  was  undoubtedly  a 
serious  setback  to  the  Council’s  drive  to  bring  the  number  of 
overcrowding  cases  to  a  minimum  during  1940',  and  I  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  known  number  of  overcrowding  cases  in  our 
possession  at  present  will  be  hopelessly  below  the  true  figure  which 
will  be  disclosed  when  another  survey  is  taken  after  the  end  of 
hostilities. 

With  the  advent  of  centralised  slaughtering,  Tipton  has  been 
found  to  be  in  the  position  of  being  able  to  provide  a  private 
slaughter-house  for  this  purpose,  and  slaughtering  is  carried  out 
for  the  towns  of  West  Bromwich,  Rowley  Regis,  Oldbury,  and 
Tipton.  This  undoubtedly  has  thrown  a  lot  of  extra  work  on  the 
staff,  when  one  considers  that  approximately  6,200'  animals  are 
inspected  per  month  as  against  2,450'  under  the  old  system.  Central¬ 
ised  slaughtering  as  at  present  carried  out  has  its  good  features 
and  also  its  failings,  which  cannot  be  expounded  at  this  juncture. 

The  provisions  of  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in 
respect  of  Ice-Cream,  Food  Preparation  premises,  etc.,  were 
carried  out  under  most  difficult  circumstances  and  the  response 
of  the  majority  of  the  occupiers  of  these  premises  to  the  demands 
made  by  this  department  was  most  gratifying. 

The  number  of  visits  and  inspections  in  respect  of  various 
routine  duties  is  below  the  figure  of  previous  years,  and  work  in 
connection  with  Housing  will  now  cease,  but  when  one  considers 
the  amount  of  extra  time  which  is  being  devoted  to  duties  in  con¬ 
nection  with  air  raid  precautions,  civil  defence  and  centralised 
slaughtering,  this  will  readily  account  for  the  drop  in  the  number 
of  routine  inspections  and  more  than  offset  the  amount  of  time 
usually  devoted  to  Housing  work. 
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In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  con¬ 
fidence;  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  whole-hearted 
support,  and  to  the  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  splendid  service. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  ACTON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  the  course  of  their  duties  totalled  5,539.  In  addition  363  pre¬ 
liminary  notices  and  72  statutory  notices  were  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

The  total  number  of  complaints  registered  during  the  year 
totalled  431  as  against  410  in  1938.  On  revisitation  of  these  com¬ 
plaints  616  defects  were  revealed. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

During  the  year  834  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
who  are  all  qualified  meat  inspectors,  to  slaughter-houses.  The 
number  of  animals  inspected  was  29,121,  made  up  as  follows:  — 


Beasts 

.  2,649 

Calves 

.  282 

Sheep 

.  8,486 

Pigs  ... 

.  17,704 

The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  was:  29  tons  8  cwts.  0  qrs.  2  lbs. 

The  undermentioned  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases 
inspected  and  condemned.  The  percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  shows  a  marked  rise  in  cows  and  a 
decline  in  pigs. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


(Return  as  required  by  Ministry  of  Health). 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1310 

1339 

282 

8486 

17704 

Number  inspected 

1310 

1339 

282 

8486 

17704 

ASI  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

3 

35 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

42 

124 

Nil 

93 

907 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

3.2 

9.3 

1.1 

5.3 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

6 

_ _ 

_____ 

18 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

67 

565 

_ 

_ 

1776 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

5.1 

42.6 

— 

— 

10.1 

{Slaughterhouses  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
only) . 
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44  applications  for  the  renewal  of  the  existing  licences  and 
applications  for  a  new  licence  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  under 
the  above  Act  were  granted. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AMD  MILKSHOPS, 

During  the  year  122  visits  were  paid  to  dairies  and  milkshops 
and  the  premises  were  found  on  the  whole  to  be  in  a  clean  condi¬ 
tion.  In  two  instances  the  attention  of  the  dairymen  was  drawn 
to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  pasteurisation  and  sterilis¬ 
ation  plants.  I  hese  complaints  were  remedied  and  the  plants 
brought  up  to  the  standard  required. 

REGISTRATION  UNDER  THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACT. 

A.  Retailers. 

Loose  Milk  .  15 

Bottled  Milk  only  .  101 

B.  Producers,  Dairymen  and 

Wholesalers  12 

SAMPLING  OF  MILK  FOR  EXAMINATION 
For  the  Presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  Bacterial  Count,  etc. 

lliree  samples  of  raw  milk  from  the  one  farm  situated  in  the 
Borough  and  three  designated  milk  samples  from  outside  farms 
were  obtained  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  for 
the  presence  of  4"ubercle  bacilli,  and  in  each  case  the  result  was 
negative. 

Eight  samples  of  undesignated  milk  were  obtained  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  a  Methyline  Blue  test  and  for  the  presence  of  Bacillus 
Coli.  In  four  of  the  samples,  the  milk  was  found  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory  from  a  cleanliness  standpoint.  In  all  these  cases  the  milk 
supply  came  from  outside  the  district,  and  copies  of  the  i\nalyst’s 
report  were  forwarded  to  the  district  concerned  for  necessary 
action  by  the  supervising  authority. 

Four  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  obtained  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  a  Phosphastase  test  and  for  Bacterial  Count,  and  these 
were  found  to  be  highly  satisfactory.  Three  samples  of  accredited 
milk  were  also  obtained  for  Methyline  Blue  test  and  for  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Bacillus  Coli,  and  in  one  instant  the  sample  was  found 
to  he  not  of  the  standard  of  cleanliness  required.  44ie  dairyman 
concerned  was  warned.  The  Staffordshire  County  Council  are 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  this  area.  The  Local  Authority, 
however,  taking  advantage  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
Sec.  64  (b),  made  application  to  the  Minister  of  Health  that  they 
should  be,  in  lieu  of  the  County  Council,  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  as  respects  their  district.  The  application,  owing  to 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  was  deferred. 


FACTORY  ACT. 


The  number  of  primary  visits  paid  to  factories  during  the 
year  numbered  25.  Notices  were  received  from  His  Majesty’s 
Inspector  of  Factories  drawing  attention  to  the  contravention  of 
the  Act  at  8  Factories,  and  sanitary  defects  were  discovered  at 
5  premises  during  the  course  of  inspection,  and  those  defects  were 
remedied.  5  notices  were  received  from  surrounding  authorities 
in  respect  of  outworkers  employed  in  making  wearing  apparel, 
and  the  premises  of  these  outworkers  were  visited  and  found 
satisfactory. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

(a)  Fish  Friers. 

43  applications  from  Fish  Friers  were  received  under  Section 
14  of  the  above  Act,  which  came  into  operation  during  the  year 
under  review,  and  of  this  number  18  were  granted.  The  remain¬ 
ing  25  applications  were  granted  certificates  of  registration  after 
certain  work  was  carried  out  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Act, 
namely,  the  provision  of  hot  water  supply,  washing  facilities,  and 
the  thorough  cleansing  and  renovation  of  the  premises. 

(b)  Premises  used  for  the  Sale,  Storage  or  Manufacture  of 

See  Cream. 

55  applications  were  received  for  registration  under  the  Act, 
8  of  which  were  refused  on  account  of  unsatisfactory  and  dirty 
condition  of  premises.  43  were  granted  registration,  and  the 
remaining  9  were  granted  registration  after  certain  work  had  been 
carried  out,  namely,  the  provision  of  a  proper  hot  water  supply 
and  washing  facilities. 

(c)  Premises  used  for  the  Sale,  Storage  or  Manufacture  of 

Preserved  Foods. 

8  applications  were  received  for  the  registration  of  premises 
under  the  Act,  and  these  were  granted.  These  premises  are  mainly 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

The  household  effects  of  358  families  were  disinfested  by 
means  of  hydrocyanic  acid  gas,  making  a  total  of  2,253  since  the 
commencement  of  the  scheme. 

65  occupied  vermin-infested  houses  were  also  treated  with 
fumigants  and  insecticide.  . 
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OVERCROWDING. 

The  following'  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowd¬ 
ing  relieved  in  each  Ward  during  the  year. 


Ward. 

No.  dealt  with 
by  Slum 
Clearance 

No.  dealt  with 
other  than 
Slum 
Clearance 

Total 

No.  of 
Persons 
concerned 
in  such 
cases 

Tipton  Green  . 

2 

11 

13 

78 

Park  ...  . 

16 

4 

20 

135 

Burnt  Tree  . 

7 

4 

11 

67 

Horseley  Heath 

4 

4 

8 

52 

Ocker  Hill  . 

1 

6 

7 

84 

Tibbington  . 

1 

9 

10 

54 

Total  ...  '  ... 

31 

38 

69 

434 

OTHER  DUTIES. 

Routine  visits  were  paid  to  Canal  Boats,  and  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Shops  Act,  1910/1936,  and  no  outstanding 
irregularities  were  discovered. 
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